
 

Image: Therman Statom (American, born 1953) Ovala Marea, 2004, assembled glass with blown glass fragments and painted mixed media. 
Museum purchase with funds provided by the Medici Society, 2006.26 

 
 
 

 
 
 
BEGIN TRANSCRIPT 
 
Hi, my name is Violette-Anne. I’m a Museum Guide and 
today, we will explore together an art object that is both a 
painting and a sculpture. It is made with mixed media, 
which means several different materials were used to make 
it. Let’s find what the artist, Mr. Therman Statom, picked 
and assembled to complete it. 
 
What did your eyes see when you first saw the painting on 
your screen? For me, the bright colors caught my interest 
right away and taking a closer look, we can see that the 
artist used both paint (for the pictures of the clouds, the 
green hills) and colored pencils–there are marks in almost 
all the boxes. 
 

He also used glass. In fact, he used mainly two  kinds: plate glass and blown glass. Plate glass which looks 
like windows in a building, is for the boxes around the different parts. These fun shapes are blown glass, 
called that way because they are made by blowing in a tube to give a specific shape to the glass.  
 
Finally, the artist used “found objects”, named so because they are objects that were already made, 
“found” by the artist and repurposed. Can you spot them? The butter dish and the electronic board are 
indeed 3D! 
 
So, what did Therman Statom mean to say with all the paintings and objects inside the glass boxes? 
Well, he himself was not sure. When he creates art, he likes to choose things that give him a special 
feeling at the time. For example, the painting of the green hills represents a place in Mozambique, Africa 
where he taught an art class for children. He loves sharing his love of art with children and adults to help 
them discover that anyone can create something and how fantastic it feels!  
 
For the other parts of the piece, the artist wanted us to think about how it makes us feel, because that’s 
how everyone, young and old, can understand and enjoy art! Let’s look again. What object brings you 
feelings of joy, or comfort or sadness? For me, the teapot reminds me of relaxed and slow-moving 
morning and makes me feel calm and warm inside. 
 
We have been doing some close-looking, so now let’s step back and look at the overall shape of the 
piece. Most art objects on a museum wall come in rectangular or square shape but this one is oval.  
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It reminds me of a mirror especially because there are mirror pieces included in the work. So maybe 
what we see reflected in it is how Therman Statom felt about 20 years ago, when he made this art piece. 
What about you? What would you choose to put in your own oval mirror that would represent you? 
After you are done with this video, get a piece of paper and enjoy drawing the objects and colors that 
tell the world the way you feel right now! 
 
You can find Ovala Marea at the Dayton Art Institute in Gallery 201 the James F. Dicke Gallery of 
Contemporary art. Thank you for discovering art with us! 
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Click here for full multimedia presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FEATURED ARTWORKS*
  “Glass Artist Therman Statom, TEACHERS episode”. YouTube, uploaded by Craft in America, September 
15, 2016, https://youtu.be/iZLEjIYLJHo 
  At workshops, such as this one in 2003 at the Mesa Arts center, Statom often uses his trademark forms, 
such as glass houses, seeking to “bury the preciousness” of the artwork and empower kids to tell their 
own stories, via craftcouncil.org, photo courtesy of the artist 
Screen shot taken from “Therman Statom Teaches Students about Expression”. PBS via pbs.org
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