
 

Image: Georgia O’Keeffe (American, 1887–1986), Purple Leaves, 1922, oil on canvas mounted on board. Bequest of Virginia Rike Haswell, 
1977.60 

 
 

 

 
 
 
BEGIN TRANSCRIPT 
 
Hi friends. Welcome to “Art Vids for Kids”. My name’s Kate. In this edition, we’re going to look closely at 
a painting by Georgia O’Keeffe called Purple Leaves. She was inspired by what she observed in the world 
around her, whether she was on a farm, in the city, at a lake or in the desert. She liked to collect objects, 
like flowers, seashells and animal bones. In making her artworks, she would take the time to look at her 
objects closely. While we look at this painting, we’re going to investigate shapes and colors. 
 
Let’s begin by looking at shapes. Artists use all kinds of shapes. There are geometric shapes which are 
precise and regular, like squares, rectangles and triangles. There are also biomorphic shapes. The word 
biomorphic means “life form”. These shapes are often rounded and irregular and may look like things 
that grow, flow  and move. Would you say the shapes in this painting are geometric or biomorphic? 
 
When you look at this painting, what shape stands out most for you? The leaf in the center of the 
painting seems to be the star of the show. A light is shining on it and we see the entire leaf as it rests just 
so on top of the other leaves. 
 
Do you think the shape of this leaf is realistic? Let’s compare the shape of the leaf in this painting to 
some photos of leaves. Can you find a match?  Feel free to pause the video to have a long look. Did you 
discover that it is the shape of a white oak leaf? 
 
Now, let’s look at the other leaves in the background. Notice how the edges of the leaves go beyond the 
edge of the artwork. They’re cropped out of the image so it’s hard to see the shape of these individual 
leaves. Instead, their shapes remind me of other things. One shape reminds me of an outstretched 
hand. Above it, I see a pointer finger and thumb. When I look at the shapes of the shadows, I see a 
spade or an arrowhead.  
 
The artist, Georgia O’Keeffe liked to represent objects using new perspectives. Let’s try rotating the 
painting. Do you see anything you didn’t notice before? When we change our viewpoint, we notice 
things in a new way. 
 
Now, let’s look at the colors we see in this painting. Were you surprised to see purple leaves? Have you 
ever seen purple leaves in nature? What other colors can you find in the artwork? Do you think the 
leaves are changing color like autumn leaves do in real life? And why do you think the artist chose these 
colors? Could it be that she liked the way they look together? They remind me of the colors I’ve seen at 
sunset, when the sun is orange and the clouds appear purple. It feels restful. How do these colors make 
you feel?   
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Georgia O’Keefe had a unique style. She liked to include both realistic and abstract elements in her art. 
Realistic means something is painted true to life. Abstract means that it is painted in a way that isn’t 
accurate but includes ideas and emotions that the artist wants to express. In her unique style, she used 
shapes and colors to makes us notice nature in new ways. 
 
Thank you for exploring Purple Leaves with me. If you would like to see the painting in-person, it is 
located in the Janet S. Dicke Gallery of Early 20th Century American Modernism, Gallery 203 of the 
Dayton Art Institute. We hope to see you soon. Check back next month for a new “Art Vids for Kids”! 

 
END TRANSCRIPT 
 
Click here for full multimedia presentation. 
 
 
 
 
FEATURED ARTWORKS* 
Georgia O’Keeffe and one of her skull paintings, 1931. 
Photograph: Everett/CSU Archives/Alamy Stock Photo 
Georgia O’Keeffe (American, 1887–1986), Jimson Weed/ 
White Flower No. 1, 1932, oil on canvas. Private Collection 
Georgia O’Keeffe (American, 1887–1986), Music, Pink and 
Blue No. 2, 1918, oil on canvas. Whitney Museum of 
American Art, NY. Gift of Emily Fisher Landau in honor of 
Tom Armstrong, 91.90 © Georgia O'Keeffe Museum / 
Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York 
Georgia O’Keeffe (American, 1887–1986), Radiator 
Building–Night, New York, 1927, oil on canvas. Stieglitz 
Collection, Co-owned by Fisk University, Nashville, 
Tennessee, and Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art, 
Bentonville, Arkansas, ASC.2012.73 

 
Georgia O’Keeffe (American, 1887–1986), Abstraction 
Blue, 1929, oil on canvas. Museum of Modern Art, NY. 
Acquired through the Helen Acheson Bequest, 71.1979 © 
2021 The Georgia O'Keeffe Foundation / Artists Rights 
Society (ARS), New York 
Georgia O’Keeffe (American, 1887–1986), Feather and 
Brown Leaf, 1935, oil on canvas. Crystal Bridges Museum 
of American Art, AR. 2010.97 
Georgia O’Keeffe (American, 1887–1986), The Storm, 
1922, pastel on paper, mounted on illustration board. 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY. Anonymous gift 1981, 
1981.35 © 2021 Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York 

 
  
MEDIA CREDITS* 

vocal.media 
georgiaokeeffe.net 
whitney.org 
crystalbridges.org 
moma.org 
crystalbridges.org 
metmuseum.org 
clipartmax.com 

pngall.com 
vhv.rs 
pngwing.com 
dlpng.com 
klipartz.com 
pngaaa.com 
favpng.com 
flickr.com

 
 

*Images used for educational purposes only 
 

 
 

 
 
 

mailto:edu@daytonart.org
https://www.daytonartinstitute.org/artvidsforkids
https://vocal.media/humans/interview-with-georgia-o-keeffe-or-regarding-art
https://www.georgiaokeeffe.net/jimson-weed-white-flower.jsp
https://whitney.org/collection/works/7759
https://collection.crystalbridges.org/objects/3013/radiator-buildingnight-new-york?ctx=602085a438080478902be209f14017cfe07240eb&idx=13
https://www.moma.org/collection/works/78677
https://collection.crystalbridges.org/objects/137/feather-and-brown-leaf
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/482299?searchField=All&amp;sortBy=Relevance&amp;ft=Georgia+O%27Keeffe&amp;offset=0&amp;rpp=80&amp;pos=28
https://www.clipartmax.com/middle/m2i8A0i8G6G6m2K9_desert-euclidean-vector-computer-file-desert-mountain-cartoon-png/
https://www.pngall.com/night-city-png/download/43606
https://www.vhv.rs/viewpic/hbTmmRo_cartoon-lake-png-tree-and-lake-clip-art/
https://www.pngwing.com/en/free-png-bzbtb
https://dlpng.com/png/1810616
https://www.klipartz.com/en/sticker-png-vozii
https://www.pngaaa.com/detail/97481
https://favpng.com/png_view/green-leaves-nissan-leaf-rose-clip-art-png/D0Rf9r1U
https://www.flickr.com/photos/evelynfitzgerald/3928463012
https://www.flickr.com/photos/evelynfitzgerald/3928463012
https://www.flickr.com/photos/evelynfitzgerald/3928463012

