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Ohio Academic Content Standards
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

The content of this exhibition and the suggested curriculum connections in this educator resource
are in alignment with specific benchmarks as outlined in the Ohio Academic Content Standards
for English Language Acrts.

Phonemic Awareness, Word Recognition and Fluency Standard

Students in the primary grades learn to recognize and decode printed words, developing the skills
that are the foundations for independent reading. They discover the alphabetic principle (sound-
symbol match) and learn to use it in figuring out new words. They build a stock of sight words
that helps them to read quickly and accurately with comprehension, intonation and timing as
appropriate for the text.

Grades Benchmark
4-7 A
8-10 A

Writing Process Standard

Students’ writing develops when they regularly engage in the major phases of the writing
process. The writing process includes the phases of prewriting, drafting, revising and editing and
publishing. They learn to plan their writing for different purposes and audiences. They learn to
apply their writing skills in increasingly sophisticated ways to create and produce compositions
that reflect effective work and grammatical choices. Students develop revision strategies to
improve the content, organization and language of their writing. Students also develop editing
skills to improve writing conventions.

Grades Benchmark
5_7 A1 Ca Da E1 F’ H
8'10 A1 B; Cl Dl F

Writing Application Standard

Students need to understand that various types of writing require different language, formatting
and special vocabulary. Writing serves many purposes across the curriculum and takes various
forms. Beginning writers learn about the various purposes of writing; they attempt and use a
small range of familiar forms (e.qg., letters). Developing writers are able to select text forms to
suit purpose and audience. They can explain why some text forms are more suited to a purpose
than others and begin to use content-specific vocabulary to achieve their communication goals.
Proficient writers control effectively the language and structural features of a large repertoire f
text forms. They deliberately choose vocabulary to enhance text and structure their writing
according to audience and purpose.

Grades Benchmark
5-7 A
8-10 A
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Acquisition of Vocabulary Standard

Students acquire vocabulary through exposure to language-rich situations, such as reading books
and other texts and conversing with adults and peers. They use context clues, as well as direct
explanations provided by others, to gain new words. They learn to apply work analysis skills to
build and extend their own vocabulary. As students progress through the grades, they become
more proficient in applying their knowledge of words (origins, part, relationships, meanings) to
acquire specialized vocabulary that aids comprehension.

Grades Benchmark
4-7 B
8-10 B, C

Writing Conventions Standard

Students learn to master writing conventions through exposure to good models and opportunities
for practice. Writing conventions include spelling, punctuation, grammar and other conventions
associated with forms of written text. They learn the purpose of punctuation: to clarify sentence
meaning and help readers know how writing might sound aloud. They develop and extend their
understanding of the spelling system, using a range of strategies for spelling works correctly and
using newly learned vocabulary in their writing. They grow more skillful at using the
grammatical structures of English to effectively communicate ideas in writing and to express
themselves.

Grades Benchmark
5-7 A, B, C
8-10 A B, C

Communication: Oral and Visual Standard

Students learn to communicate effectively through exposure to good models and opportunities
for practice. By speaking, listening and providing and interpreting visual images, they learn to
apply their communication skills in increasingly sophisticated ways. Students learn to deliver
presentations that effectively convey information and persuade or entertain audiences. Proficient
speakers control language and deliberately choose vocabulary to clarify points and adjust
presentations according to audience and purpose.

Grades Benchmark
5-7 A
8-10 A



